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Irene Zwierlein helps revive her people

By Marion Softky

Aimanac Staff Writer

o far Irene, Zwierlein of Woodside

has taken 10,429 names out of the

baptism book from the mission of
San Juan Bautista and put them together
as families.

This monumental effort is just part of
Mrs. Zwierlein’s crusade to gain federal
recognition for her tribe. “That means we
could own land. Our land would be sov-
ereign. We'd be our own nation,” she
5ays.

Mrs. Zwierlein is tribal chair of the
Amah Mutsun tribe, centered in Gilroy.
Amah is the name of the tribe, and Mut-
sun is its language, some of which 1s stifl
known, she says. So far the tribe has
about 450 members whose ancestry has
been traced back to Mission Indians, and
another 450 whose Indian heritage has
not yet been proven.

Mrs. Zwierlein joined other Indian lead-
ers in San Diego recently to lobby Sen.
Daniel Inouye, D Hawalii, who is intro-
ducing legislation to make it easier for
California Indians to gain federal
recognition. The tribe’s application
is close to complete and ready to
be submitted.

This is just one of Mrs. Zwier-
lein’s efforts to preserve her Indian
past and educate the public about it.
As a member of Woodside’s His-
toric Resources Committee, she
watches for artifacts and buri-
als that turn up at construc-
tion sites all over town; she
helps homeown-
ers deal with
them respect-
fully.

Mrs. Zwierlein
also participates in
activities thronghout
the Bay Area that save ar-
tifacts and preserve burials.
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mous by the Spanish mis-
sion system. Led in part by
the Indians themselves, new
research has given them
names and faces. Individual
lives have been traced, mainly
through meticulous Spanish
records of baptisms, marriages
and deaths. Scholars _ histori-
ans, archaeologists, anthropol-
ogists, ethnographers and
linguists _ have learned far
more than anyone dreamed
possible 40 years ago.

“The biggest thing I've seen
is the Indians’ change of atti-
tude to themselves,” says non-
Indian Harold Zwierlein,
former Woodside town coun-
cilman. “Now they’re proud
to be called Indian.”

On Stanford lands campus archaeologist
Laura Jones digs, teaches, and researches
the life of the people who occupied the
Midpeninsula in the millennia before Don
Gaspar de Portola first discovered San
Francisco Bay in 1769.

These were not primitive people living
an idyllic life in a romantic setting, Dr.

This is an

an artist.
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She was one of the people who helped
persuade Stanford to re-bury the bones of
some 550 individuals stored on campus in
a secret location.

Most recently she scanned the dirt being
dug up by machines digging trenches for
fiber optic cable in the vicinity of the
“Inigo Mound” near Moffett Field. “We
found a lot of shells and middens, but no
remains,” she says. “We went around the
Temains.

“I love the research,” Mrs. Zwierlein
adds. I can look into the past lives and
see what they were doing.”

Being Indian
Mrs. Zwierlein, who grew up in Red-
wood City and Woodside, is almost half

Indian. She is descended on both sides
from John Gilroy, who gave his name to
the town. “His son married an Indian, and
then they just kept marrying Indians,” she
says.

She remembers attending Selby Lane

School and Woodside High School be-

fore the influx of blacks and Latinos.
“We were the minority,” she says.

But with seven brothers and sis-
ters and 11 cousins, she had

company.

Her mother used to tell
stories from the old
times, but “Like a
kid, I didn’t listen,”
she says. “Now I
listen to her.”

Mrs. Zwier-

lein was im-

pressed by one
story her mother
told of her
grandmother:

“She was sit-

ting on a moun-
tain in Santa

Clara County
and looked up

at the sky and said, ‘One of these days,
things will be flying in the sky, and
people in them.””

Now she soaks up the stories and leg-
ends that have filtered down from the old
people and their parents and grandpar-
ents. Half wondering, half skeptical, she
asks, “How else can you find people
who can tell you what’s going to hap-
pen?”

Mrs. Zwierlein is conscious of the dis-
crimination that has followed Indians
far beyond the Spanish period into this
century. Into the 1920s and sometimes
beyond, Indians couldn’t own land or
bear witness in a trial. “We couldn’t
ride a horse.”

That reminds her of a story she found
in the archives in San Jose: “My great
grandfather, Elaido, was arrested for
riding a horse and carrying a sword.
They couldn’t punish him (because he
was a slave), so they punished his
owner, Don Jose Alviso _ who let him
ride,” she says. “To this day we're still
fighting for religious freedom.”

Relics and bones

In 15 years of digging at archaeologi-
cal sites, Mrs. Zwierlein has helped un-
earth many things _ like a whole grizzly
bear in Milpitas.

When San Jose decided to build a jail
over an Indian cemetery in Milpitas, the
tribes had the opportunity to excavate it.
They dug up 244 bodies and reburied
them in a safe place.

The most exciting part of her work
watch-dogging Indian sites and burials is
finding artifacts, Mrs. Zwierlein says.
“There’s such a difference in artifacts,
from earrings, necklaces and pendants,
to a mortar bowl that is so big you can’t
even lift it.”

Most impressive was a breast plate
made of shell beads at Milpitas; her

husband, Harold, counted 2,600, she

lrene Zwierlein is a member of Wood-
side’s Historic Resources Committee.

says. There have also been whistles
made out of animal rib cages and bird
bones, pipes made of serpentine, and a
pestle almost 3 feet long, broken.

Mrs. Zwierlein tries to work coopera-
tively with construction crews, landown-
ers and businesses. “We don’t want to
shut you down. We work with develop-
ers and companies,” she says.

Santa Clara County and Woodside are
best at working with natives, Mrs.
7wierlein adds. Woodside has an ordi-
nance. At one site in Woodside, workers
found 16 burials. With Mrs. Zwierlein’s
advice, they left some intact, re-routed
some sewer and water lines, and re-
buried the rest.

She says she’’s happy to work with
property owners, who can either keep
the artifacts they find, or donate them for
display in Woodside’s future Commu-
nity House.

Mrs. Zwierlein says she even has Larry
Ellison helping her retrieve five boxes of
artifacts taken from his estate in an ar-
chaeological survey that have disap-

peared.

dently. &

“We’ll get them back,” she says confi-

Jones says.
“They were
as complex
as we are.

They
solved the same
kind of problems
we face, but
with very dif-
ferent tools,”

she explains.

“They re-

lated to the

environment
in very different ways,

and they were extremely

successful.”

Meanwhile, since 1976

Sylvia Vane of Menlo

Park has been publish-

ing scholarly books

about Indian life in Cal-
ifornia. Her Ballena Press
(named for “whale” in Span-
ish) has more than 30 titles, including
four that focus on the Indians of the San
Francisco Bay Area.

Her most unusual book may be “Inigo of
Rancho Posolmi,” which tells the story of
a specific Indian, Lope Inigo, who bridged
three cultures. He was born into a native
tribe in 1781, served the Santa Clara Mis-

sion from 1789 to 1839, then acquired a
land grant to the rancho that covers the
present Moffett Field. There he raised
crops and livestock

through the Gold
Rush era. He
died in 1864 at
the age of 83.

A simpler life
Laura Jones
picks up a hand-
ful of dirt specked
with white from
the grassy field
on Stanford’s
Jasper Ridge Bi-
ological Preserve
and sifts it through

her fingers.

Notice the dirt is dark,
she tells an attentive tour
group from the Stanford Linear
Accelerator next door. Notice the white
specks; they are shells from native oysters.
And, she says triumphantly, “Oysters can’t
walk.”

This, therefore, is the site of an old vil-
lage that has never been excavated. “It’s
perfect. It’s never been plowed or farmed,”
she says enthusiastically. “We're trying to
bank enough archaeological sites for future

investigation.”

Yet without sinking a spade, Dr. Jones
already knows that some 60 Neolithic
hunter-gatherers lived here about 700 to
1,200 years ago. Their village probably
had two rows of small tule huts with a
larger sweat house and a dance house
nearby. Houses were small and used pri-
marily for storage and shelter, Dr. Jones
says. Most community activities _ cooking,
cleaning, tool-making _ took place out-

doors.

Nearby, Bear Creek furnished
water, fish, and reeds and rushes

for baskets and fish traps. “For In-

dians, the creek was a magnet,
an organizing force,” says Dr.
Jones.

There was also division
of tabor, Dr. Jones notes.

Men would hunt abun-

dant game or trap fish

or make tools. Women

gathered plants, carried
water in waterproof bas-
kets, wove baskets, ground seeds, bulbs,
acorns and even meat in mortars _ “a sort-
of Indian Cuisinart.”

They cooked in baskets using rocks
heated by the fire because they had no
pots. “Men made tools; women sharpened
them,” she adds.
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Standing on an Indian grinding rock at Jasper R

is known of Indian life to a visiting Rumanian archaeologist.

When the Spanish first began
settling and setting up missions in
the 1770s, the region between
San Francisco and Monterey held
between 45 and 60 independent
groups of Indians speaking five to
six languages, Dr. Jones says.
“Every Indian in every village
was multilingual.”

Dr. Jones tries to explain the
confusion of names used to de-
scribe  Bay Area Indians.
Costanoan and Oblone both come
through the Spaniards. Costanoan
means coastal; Ohlone derives
from the name of a tribelet near
Pescadero. The local tribe around
the San Francisquito Creek wa-

tershed was actually called Pui-
chon.

Descendants of that local tribe
call themselves Muwekma
Ohlone, Dr. Jones continues.
They are well organized and have
traced the genealogy of each
member back to Indians in the
missions.

Continuing the tour, Dr. Jones
leads a women’s science group
from SLAC down the creek past
several more living sites. While
the Ohlone didn’t plant crops,
they set fires to encourage new
growth, and tended the plants
that grew naturally, says Dr.
Jones, whose own research cen-

. 7/‘(\#"‘#'

idge, Stanford archaeologist Laura Jones, right, explains what

ters on the economy and ecology
of the prehistoric Ohlones. “How
did they feed their families? How
did they trade with neighbors?”
she asks.

The Indians ate a great variety
of foods, Dr. Jones says. Studies
of food remains in mortars show
they used dozens of foods, from
seeds to rabbits. In one oven, re-
searchers found 63 different
foods. “They loved hazelnuts,”
she adds. “They tenderized
meat.”

Dr. Jones believes that, at least
in later years, about 500 local
Indians lived in settled villages.
Maybe 200 or more lived in the
largest village near where the
creek empties into the Bay. An-
other hundred or so may have
lived in permanent villages near
where the Stanford Shopping
Center now is, where Stanford
has an Il-acre archaeological
preserve between the creek and
the new Stanford West apart-
ments Also, there was always a
village at Jasper Ridge.

People also moved seasonally
as they followed salmon or elk or
hazelnuts, Dr. Jones says, and
every so often they would move
an entire village. “After a while,
tule houses got a little nasty.
They would abandon them and
move a couple of hundred yards,”
she says. “At any given time only
one village was active on Jasper
Ridge.”

By and large, these Indians
were fairly peaceful; they would
defend their territory but seldom
attacked. “There were not a lot of
weapons, not a lot of injuries,”
Dr. Jones says. “We never found
a body with arrowheads.”

“The people here were not war-
riors,” adds Mrs. Zwierlein.
“Their way of keeping peace was
to marry women out of the vil-
lages.”

The Ohlones lived in a world
where animals and birds, even
rocks, had spirits. “The landscape
is animated by personality,” Dr.

Woodside
Delicatessen

1453 Woodside Road,
Woodside. Open 7
Days. (650) 369-4235
Specializing in Italian
Delicacies.Specializing
in Party Trays.

Coffee & Teo

Connoisseur

Coffee Co.

2801 Middlefield
Road, Redwood City,
{650) 369-5250 « 9
a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Mon. -
Sat. Coffee roasting &
fine teas, espresso bar,
retail & wholesale.

Main St. Coffee
Roasting Co.

150 Elm St., Redwood
City, (650) 368-3430. M -
F 6 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 7
a.m.-2 p.m. Fresh roasted
coffee beans — European
style. Full coffee bar,
Fresh pastries, soup and
salad Now serving break-
fast Monday through
Saturday.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

The Acormn

1906 El Camino Real,
Menlo Park (650).322-
6201. Lunch Mon.-
Fri.; Dinner 7 nights.
Finest Mediterranean
Cuisine in an atmos-
phere of warmth and
charm.

Draeger's

Upstairs Bistro

1010 University Dr.,
Menlo Park Breakfast
and Lunch. Waffles,
omelettes, salads, sand-
wiches, pastas, espres-
s0s. Reservations accept-
ed. (650) 688-0694

The Duck Club/
Stanford Park Hotel
100 El Camino Real,
Menlo Park (650)322-
1234, Breakfast -
Lunch - Dinner -
Sunday Brunch. Inno-
vative American
regional cuisine featur-
ing Duck specialties; a
warm casual setting.

Neiman Marcus Cafe
400 Stanford Shopping
Center. (650) 329-3300
% 3329. Mon-Sat, 11-4.
Lunch, Tea. Regular,
Seasonal Light Menus.
Neiman Marcus,
AMEX charge cards,
Diners’ Club and Carte
Blanche welcomed.

Old Pro Sports

Grill & Taphouse
2865 El Camino Real,
Palo Alte (650) 325-
2070. All the sports
you could want! Big
Screen TVs. Great
Food. Good Company.

Ridgeside Cafe .

#370 Ladera Shopping
Center. (650)854-4166.
Seasonal American
Cuisine. Breakfast,
funch and dinner.

Brunch Saturday & and
Sunday.

{aura Jones and her helpers built this replica of an Ohlone hut, made out
of tules, in the woods at Stanford’s Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve. The
hut is small because people used it primarily for storage and shelter, while
most activities took place outdoors.

Jones says.
To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula”
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Some of these beliefs are re-
flected in taboos. Indians
wouldn’t eat frogs, coyotes,
mountain lions or owls, Dr. Jones
notes.

“Owls mean death,” adds Mrs.
Zwierlein. “Some people even
believe that now,” she says, re-
calling an aunt who would say
someone was going to die every
time she heard an owl call.

Mrs. Zwierlein notes some of
the other powers associated with
animals. Hummingbirds were
brains; the eagle was strength;
and the coyote was prankster.

Dr. Jones points to Rattlesnake
Rock, where strange rock forma-
tions stand out of Jasper Ridge
above SLAC. This was a sacred
place, she surmises, because there
are tiny mortar holes in the rocks
that were suitable only for grind-
ing medicines and pigments _
which are used in rituals. “You
can see Mt, Diablo, which is the
center of the Earth for the
Ohlones,” she says. “It’s an
Ohlone power spot.”

Dr. Jones has great respect for
the Ohlone people, who represent
a level of society that all cul-
tures have gone through. “This is
an important kind of human or-
ganization,” she concludes. “It’s
not backward or primitive; it’s
extremely effective _ and low-
impact.”

inigo: a life
With the Spanish missions
came the disintegration of the
indigenous culture.
At first, the natives
must have been im-
pressed by the
power, pomp and rit-
ual of the invaders.
They began to bring
their children, and
later themselves to

Lope Inigo is one of the very few Indians who
received a land grant. His life spanned three
cultures. He spent his early childhood in a
native village, grew up and prospered in the
Spanish mission system, and operated Rancho
Posolmi, where Moffett Field is now.

o INFORMATION

be baptized, perhaps not realizing
that once baptized, that child be-
longed to the mission.

For the Spanish, of course, the
Indians were heathen souls to be
converted, and free labor to build
the missions and work the land.
As European diseases killed
nearby, convenient Indians, the
Spanish went farther and farther
away to enlist new souls and free
labor.

The grim process is described in
a title from Ballena Press, “A
Time of Little Choice: The Dis-
integration of Tribal Culture in
the San Francisco Bay Area 1769-
1810,” by Randall Milliken.

Dr. Jones states bluntly, *“The
missions enslaved the Indians.
They were captured and forced
to work; they were whipped and
starved if they didn’t.”

The mission fathers were,
however, meticulous in record-
ing baptisms, marriages and
deaths, so scholars can now de-
termine the structure of lives, if

not their content.

The book,
“Inigo of Rancho
Posolmi,” re-

counts one

such  life,
which

spanned 83
years and
two  huge

ord Archaeology Program

_ from native to
Spanish, and from Spanish to
American. While the book gives
facts about Lope Inigo and the
cultures he survived _even
thrived in _ his personal life can
only be inferred.

Lope Inigo was born in 1781
in a native village just a few
miles from the new Mission
Santa Clara, founded just four
years before. As he was learning
tribal ways, the mission was in-
troducing new technologies.
Agriculture and livestock -pro-
duced abundance that must have
seemed miraculous to local peo-
ple who subsisted by hunting
and gathering.

The 8-year-old boy _ his na-
tive name is not known _ was
baptized Lope Inigo (#1501) on
December 26, 1789, along with
five other children from the area.
Two sisters were baptized the
same year, and his parents, five
years later,

Inigo spent most of the next 50
years in the mission. He was ap-
parently cooperative, and rose
to be an alcalde, a leader among
the mission Indians. He and his
wife, Viviana, had 11 children;
three survived. Viviana died in
1828; she was 40,

By 1839 Inigo had “obtained
his liberty” from Mission Santa
Clara and was squatting on a
portion of what was later to be-
come his land grant at what is
now Moffett Field.

The next 25 years were spent
in trying to obtain and defend his
tand grant. Of the 3,042 acres he
applied for, 1,696 acres were
eventually confirmed by the U.S.
government.

With another family, Inigo

built some houses, raised live-
stock and field crops. As the
Gold Rush brought fortune
hunters and adventurers, he
tried to fend off squatters,
In a tantalizing glimpse of his
personal life, a newspaper
story by Mrs. Fremont Older
tells of a duel with an old
friend, Marcello, over Mar-
cello’s fourth wife. By the
end of the fight, Inigo lost an
ear and had a swelling on his
head that showed up in his
pictures.

Inigo died, old and re-
spected, on February 28,
1864 _ just a month after the

railroad, which could travel 40
miles an hour, arrived in Moun-
tain View and San Jose. B

transitions



